
To New Students from Experienced Students: 

Hints for Success at YES 

 

What follows are quotes from letters of advice written by students graduating from YES.  

This is advice for how to succeed at YES from students who have “been there”. 

 

“YES is a fairly easy program to be in.  Just attend school according to your plan, and 

have your work done on time or early.  The teachers are very helpful and easy to get 

along with; it really is easy to succeed.”  Alicia 

 

                      

 

“If you are interested in attending (YES), there are a few things that you should know.  

First, if you are only considering the school because you’re lazy and believe that the 

shorter class periods will translate into less work, you are mistaken.  Believe me when I 

say you will have a lot of work to do, just like you will anywhere else.  But, if you are a 

homework oriented person, then this is definitely for you.” Michael 

 

            

 

“My biggest piece of advice that I can give to you is to keep up on your work.  The more 

you fall behind, the more you have to make up.  Other than that, good luck, and know 

that you can do anything you put your mind to!  You can expect that the teachers 

demand respect just as they teachers at Yelm High School do.  So, if you feel forced to 

act out, or disrespect a staff member here, then expect to receive a punishment.  Here 

at YES the punishment is different; you can be sent home or even kicked out of school.  

School is a place of learning, and is a privilege.  The teachers are here to help and work 
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with you, not argue with you.  If you aren’t self-motivated, this school probably isn’t the 

best choice for you.” Tom 

 

                          

 

“Keep up with your weeks, and always ask your teacher questions.  If you think you are 

starting to fall behind in your classes and think you’re not going to make it, or if you feel 

the need to give up because there’s too much going on, the teachers will sit down with 

you and make up a plan to help you schedule out your work to make sure you will get 

things done, and help you balance out the things life throws at you.” Ashley 

 

                     

 

“The only thing that students should watch out for, in my opinion, is attendance 

problems and falling behind.  Because the class terms are so short, if you get behind, 

then crunching becomes increasingly stressful, so it is best to stay on track or even a 

little ahead if possible.  This is something that I struggled with at times, but is not overly 

difficult and can be done.  It just requires effort and motivation.  In turn, just like regular 

high school, attendance effects performance.  It is best to show up the required four 

days a week, because if you don’t it is that much easier to get behind.” Cody 

 

                      



“First off, I would like to welcome you to what I find is the best school out there.  I have 

enjoyed my time here very much, and I think you will soon know why.  I would like to 

offer you some advice so that your stay here is not nearly as long as mine has been and 

so that you may be very prosperous here.  My first point is that when choosing your 

classes, I would recommend choosing one easy class and one hard.  The reasoning for 

this is that your work load will even out so that you will not become overwhelmed nor 

will you as easily fall behind.   I also advise that you attend school on a regular basis.  

Skipping class here and there soon adds up and eventually can lead to your not 

showing up at all, falling behind and failing classes.  I hope that my advice helps you 

and that you find attending school here as great as I have.  As well, I hope that you will 

learn from my mistakes and make your stay easier by following my advice.” Drea 

 

            

 

“Another great thing about this school is the students that attend here.  Many of the 

students here are very mature and want to learn; they are also very open minded, 

almost like an Upward Bound program.  When I first started here I was nervous, but 

those feelings were quickly erased after meeting my teachers and classmates.” Devin 

 

                     

 

“First of all, the Extension School isn’t going to be for everyone.  It is perfect for me 

because I like to go at my own pace and have flexibility.  If you are the type of person 

who procrastinates until the night before something is due, it’s probably not going to 

work out well.  Unlike a regular high school class, nothing is a surprise.  You know all of 

your assignments at the beginning of the term – no pop quizzes.  You also only have to 

go to school for two periods a day; this is cool, but it means a lot of work is expected to 

be done outside of class.  Everyone in your class will be doing something different; this 

is where good concentration skills come in very handy.  Did I mention you choose your 
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own classes?  Another cool thing is with such a small student population, it’s easy to 

make friends.  Most of all, set reachable goals, follow them; make the best out of it, and 

good luck!” Kendra 

 

 


